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community service 

A volunteer campaign sponsored by the High School Service 
Club, “Prep, Show Your Heart,” will take place February 

2 through March 9. The Service Club students have been busy 
canvassing the organizations throughout the area to assess needs 
and list duties Prep students might fulfill on a volunteer basis. 
During this campaign, students will be challenged to volunteer as 
small groups all across the city. Numerous opportunities will be 
posted in both the junior high and senior high. Students will be 
encouraged to grab a few friends, pick an opportunity, and serve  
the needs of that organization according to the duties and times 
listed. When budgets are down all over the greater metropolitan 
Jackson area, what better time for Prep to show a heart for the 
city. This campaign will stress service, flexibility for the students 
since they can pick where and when they serve, and serving as a 
small group.

Jackson Prep bellringers raised $1,452.90 for the Salvation Army 
kettle at Belk’s at Dogwood over Christmas.

choral notes
Jackson Prep’s two premier 

showchoirs, Revéillon and 
Fusion, are busily preparing for 
their first showchoir competition. 
Revéillon, meaning “first or 
awakening,” is the high school 
showchoir that features 32 singers 
and dancers. These performers 
will be accompanied by members 
of the Prep band and a student 
set crew. 

Fusion is the junior high showchoir, which consists of 34 
singers and dancers.  Showchoirs on the junior high level are 
accompanied by a show CD, which is produced by a University of 
Southern Mississippi band.

The showchoir students met after school and early evenings 
during the month of January to prepare the twenty-minute 
competition shows, complete with choreography, vocals, costumes, 
sets, and props. Costumes have been designed to enhance the 
respective competition shows. Some have been made specifically 
for each performer. Each showchoir will have a costume change in 
the middle of the competition show.

Revéillon and Fusion begin their competition season on 
February 6 and 7 at the Mississippi Showchoir Competition at 
William Carey University.  Fusion will compete against 14 other 
junior high showchoirs, and Revéillon will compete against seven 
other showchoirs in the “30-member and under” class. They 
could possibly be a top scorer and perform again in the finals that 
evening.

The showchoir will travel to Homewood High School in 
Homewood, AL, where they will compete February 20-21 in the 
South Central Classic Showchoir Competition. They end their 
season this year with the Petal Showchoir Invitational on February 
27-28 at Petal Performing Arts Auditorium at Petal High School.

The showchoirs will bring home their competition shows and 
perform for the community on Thursday and Friday, March 5-6 
in the Jackson Prep Fortenberry Auditorium.  The Jackson Prep 
Showchoir Showcase will feature the two showchoirs and their 
competition shows, as well as senior choral students in their final 
concert.

We invite you to come and support the showchoirs as they 
compete around the south. Your support, encouragement, and 
applause will boost their confidence and enthusiasm. Remember 
to get your tickets for Prep’s Showchoir Showcase!

prep summer camps
Have fun at school this summer! Jackson Prep’s summer 

programs provide academic enrichment opportunities, 
creative art activities, and athletic skill development camps.  The 
program offers opportunities not only for junior high and senior 
high students, but for elementary students as well. Want to play 
chess, draw or sew, play in a rock band, or become a better athlete? 
Visit www.jacksonprep.net for more information about these 
camps and more! Space is limited, so be sure to enroll early!

annual fund news
Thanks to all the Prep families who have participated in the 

2008-09 annual fund. We look forward to achieving our goal 
of 100% participation.

textbook & book
consumables program
Integral to every decision at Prep are the principles and practices 

of good stewardship. With the costs of textbooks escalating, we 
sought a way to help stabilize this cost to our families. Historically, 
the average book cost in the book line, depending on courses, 
ranged from $350 to $600+ per student. In the 2009-10 school 
year, the school will charge a flat fee of $240 per student for 
textbooks and all book consumables. Visit the Prep website for 
more information. Program information and a list of frequently 
asked questions is listed on the “Parents” tab.

music notes
Jackson Prep will be holding its first annual concert on February 

19 to celebrate Black History Month. The Eric Essix Group, 
featuring Saxophonist Kelley Oneal, will be performing in the 
Jackson Prep Fortenberry Auditorium beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
Experiencing this group live promises to be nothing less than 
amazing and is something the parents, faculty and supporters of 
Prep will be extremely proud to witness. The musicians on stage 
not only perform together regularly, but also perform with many 
international performing artists such as BeBe & CeCe Winans, Take 
6, The Temptations, The O’Jays, and The Beat Goes On. Tickets 
for this event will be $5.00 for general admission and $10.00 for 
reserved seating. You can hear some of the Eric Essix Group and 
see their full tour schedule at www.ericessix.com. Tickets will go 
on sale February 1. You DO NOT want to miss this performance! 
For more information, contact Shane Porter at 601-939-8611, 
ext. 235.



departmental spotlight 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness...” writes Charles Dickens about 
the years leading up to the French Revolution, and perhaps the 
same may be said of adolescence.  Students and teachers are (and 
will) be reading and discussing some amazing books this semester 
at Prep – not only A Tale of Two Cities (tenth grade), but The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (eleventh), The Canterbury Tales 
(twelfth), The Odyssey (ninth), To Kill a Mockingbird (eighth), And 
Then There Were None (seventh), and Esperanza Rising (sixth). 
Hopefully, reading these books will count among the “best” and 
not the “worst” of times for students. We English teachers do what 
we do because we love these books and want our students to gain 
as much pleasure and insight from them as we have. Often enough, 
we hear the heated discussions or impassioned testimonials that let 
us know they really do like them. No one can appreciate a book 
that he or she hasn’t read, though, and we spend a lot of energy 
pleading with students to read the book itself instead of some 
shorter, simpler, and much less interesting substitute.  
 Our students are busy and social, and they are accustomed 
to the instant gratification of electronic media. Reading is slow, 
solitary, and quiet, and therefore not immediately attractive to 
many adolescents. Nonetheless, it remains an essential part of the 
education we offer at Prep, and for good reasons. According to a 
1988 study cited by Mark Bauerlein in The Dumbest Generation 
(2008), almost any type of print media, including children’s books, 
contains more complex vocabulary than any type of oral media, 
including both television and conversation by college grads. The 
result, Bauerlein explains, is that “a low-reading, high-viewing 
childhood and adolescence prevent a person from handling 
relatively complicated texts, not just professional discourses but 
civic and cultural media” as well (130).  And those standardized 
tests that cause us so much anxiety? Not surprisingly, it is the 
readers among our students who score well on them.  More than 
any quantifiable benefit, however, the books we treasure and teach 
offer us the opportunity to live other lives, to empathize with those 
far removed from us in time and space, to understand ourselves and 
our world from a different perspective.  In short, they remind us 
of what it means to be human – in whatever century or time of life 
we find ourselves. So here is an English teacher’s plea: help your 
children to value the slow, solitary, and quiet pursuit of experience 
and insight that the greatest books offer. Their lives will be richer 
for it, not to mention their vocabularies and test scores!

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
The goal of the science department is to give each student a broad 
range of scientific knowledge to equip them for further studies and 
to be scientifically literate adults.  Accordingly, the Prep curriculum 
offers a broad range of courses, providing a strong fundamental 
knowledge of science.  In addition, every course in the department 
has a strong laboratory component appropriate for the level of the 
student and the subject content. It is strongly recommended that 
students take advantage of the breadth of the curriculum available, 
taking the equivalent of three years of life science courses (Biology 
and Earth Science) and three years of physical science courses 
(Chemistry and Physics).
  The decision on whether to choose an honors or college 
prep course can be made each year based on the student’s interest, 
performance and aptitude. Seventh grade students will have an 
opportunity to enter the honors track and take a special course 
in eighth grade which combines the college prep courses from 
eighth and ninth grades. This early entry allows room for an 
advanced placement course in the senior year. Throughout the 

Prep curriculum, the overall content is the same in the honors and 
college prep courses.  However, the honors courses move faster 
and delve deeper into the subject being studied, while requiring 
more critical analysis of the applicable concepts. Students who 
have a strong interest in science should consult with their teacher 
if they are considering an honors course for next year.
 This is a good time to review the general sequence of the 
curriculum for the science department since your student will soon 
be choosing courses for next year.  If you have any questions about 
which course is best for your child next year, please consult with 
your child’s current science teacher or counselor.

precis pageant 2009 

MR. AND MISS JACKSON PREP (left)
The Jackson Prep Precis Pageant was held on January 12, 2009. 
Seniors Mary Love Fair and Byron Burkhalter were selected by 
their classmates as “Mr. and Miss Jackson Prep.”

MOST BEAUTIFUL AND MOST HANDSOME (right)
A panel of judges at Prep interviewed the eight senior beauties and 
beaux chosen by their fellow students. Chosen as Most Beautiful 
was Laura Dye, and Most Handsome was Clinton Van Devender.

Mr. and Miss Senior Pepper Cossar, Candace Whitlow
Mr. and Miss Junior Brian Planch, Shannon Kynerd
Mr. and Miss Sophomore James Coggin, Elizabeth Wade
Most Athletic Luke Maddox, Rivers Uithoven
Most Charming Robert Malouf, Anna Bess Ridgway
Friendliest Wes Perry, Briana Pearson
Most Intellectual David Zhang, Katherine Lindell
Most Talented Martin Antoon, Catherine Mounger
Wittiest Carson Culver, Louise Lamb
Most Likely to Succeed Bennett Milner, Laurel Lackey
Most School Spirit Jonathan Peters, Allison Hubbard
Most Versatile Alex Lebl, Alex Emery

Class Favorites:
Mackenzie Lowery Michael Porter Katie Welch 
Jonathan Ray Allison McDill James Ingram
Rae Ann Otts Matthew Valentine Salena Tew 
Robert Stringer Melissa Gunn Neil Pope
Marie Wooley Daniel Harden Wyatt Mounger

Beauties and Beaux:
Emma Freundt & Fowlkes Barbour
Caroline Church & William Carpenter
Kaitlyn Renfrow & Roger Strange
Sarah Flynt & Vic Meena
Caroline McDaniel & Reid Cooper
Molly Nicholas & Lee Ellison
Jasmine Kolb & Kurt Schneider





JACKSON PREP 
Junior Class 

GARAGE SALE
Saturday, March 7th

Early Bird Hours 
5 A.M. – 7 A.M. 
Admission $5 

Free Admission 7 A.M. – 11 A.M.
Manning Patriot Center 

GARAGE SALE ITEMS NEEDED
The junior class needs your donations to ensure a successful event!  
Donations may be dropped off in the lobby of the senior high school 
during normal school hours. Pickup for large items can be arranged. Call 
Kelley Fenelon at (601) 594-3511 for more information. A portion of the 
proceeds will be donated to the Salvation Army, Jackson Prep’s 2008-
2009 Community Partner.

Hangers, bags and boxes needed immediately! Dropoff in the senior high foyer.
Please bring all clothing items on hangers if possible.
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